AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claims shall replace all prior versions and listings of the claims 
in the application: 

1 . (Original) A method for treating a fluid comprising: 

a) providing raw fluid to a process tank; 

b) adding an ion-exchange resin to the process tank to form a raw 
fluid/ion-exchange resin mixture; 

c) removing treated fluid from the process tank through a membrane 
filter, wherein said process tank contains said membrane filter; and 

d) regenerating the ion-exchange resin in the process tank. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the ion-exchange resin is a 
magnetic ion-exchange resin. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising agitating the raw 
water/ion-exchange resin mixture sufficiently to maintain the ion-exchange resin in 
suspension. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising reusing a regenerant in 
multiple regeneration steps. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 further comprising filtering the regenerant to 
restore its regenerative properties. 

6. (Original) A method for treating fluid comprising: 

a) providing raw fluid to a process tank; 

b) adding a magnetic ion-exchange resin to the process tank to form a 
raw fluid/magnetic ion-exchange resin mixture; 

c) removing treated fluid from the process tank through a membrane 
filter, wherein said process tank contains said membrane filter; and 
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d) separating the magnetic ion-exchange resin from the raw 
fluid/magnetic ion-exchange resin mixture using a magnetic separator. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 further comprising regenerating the 
magnetic ion-exchange resin. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7 further comprising providing the regenerated 
magnetic ion-exchange resin to the process tank. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the regenerating step is performed 
in an external column. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the regenerating step is performed 
in the process tank. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 7 further comprising reusing a regenerant in 
multiple regeneration steps. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11 further comprising filtering the regenerant 
to restore its regenerative properties. 

13. -19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A method of regenerating an ion exchange resin used 
to treat a fluid in a process tank, the method comprising: 

a) removing the treated fluid from the process tank through a 
membrane filter, wherein said process tank contains said membrane filter while 
retaining a substantial portion of the ion exchange resin within the process tank; 

b) adding a resin regenerant to the process tank; and 

c) removing the regenerant from the process tank, while retaining a 
first portion of the ion exchange resin within the process tank. 
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21 . (Original) The method of claim 20 further comprising mixing the resin and the 
regenerant. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 20 further comprising rinsing the ion exchange 
resin within the process tank after removing the regenerant. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 20 further comprising adding a second portion 
of ion exchange resin to the process tank to make up ion exchange resin lost to the 
system. 
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